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WELCOME! 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Greetings, O people whom God loves! 

All: Here we are, strong with the desire to serve Love’s purpose. 

Look around, see your neighbors worried about rent, short on food. 

All: Here we are, servants of the One who provides enough to share. 

Look around, people of God, open your hearts to the sad and lost ones. 

All: Here we are, ready to be filled with the Spirit of compassion and belonging. 

Let God’s blessing grow within you! 

All: We are blessed to be a blessing.   
 

SINGING OUR HOPE 

“In the Bleak Midwinter” (#221) vs 1,2,4 

In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  

in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

heaven and earth shall flee away when comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  

the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ 

 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  

yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 

FOCUS SCRIPTURE 

Luke 1:26-38 

 

ADVENT STORIES & CANDLES 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC           Theresa Lee-Whiting 

“The Journey" composed and performed by T. Lee-Whiting 

 

PRAYING FOR GRACE 

All: Gracious God, there are many experiences that can harden our hearts and make it 

difficult for us to yield to the movements of your graceful Spirit.  Help us to surface them here in 

the safety of your embrace, release them to your care, and return in confidence to our paths. 

 

(Personal Prayer Time) 

 

Hear the Good News: The grace of God is breaking into the world.  What needs to be forgiven, let it be 

forgiven.  This is the time we’ve been given, let us celebrate the peace of Christ.   



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Ongoing Prayer Requests: 

Matt, Lou A, Deb B, Jeff C, Richard C, Andy C, Linda G, David G, Barbara H, Danielle K, 

Tiernan K, Evy S, Cindy S, Sharon & Ron Q, Joe 

 

This Week’s Requests: 

Please prayer for families that are going hard times mentally, physically, emotionally, and financially 

 

Surely the Presence 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

I can feel God's mighty power and God's grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel's wings, 

I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Disciples’ Prayer Remix 

Mother of us all, 

who dwells within and beyond, 

Sacred is your name. 

May your holy vision for collective flourishing 

come to fruition among us. 

May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and connection be enfleshed on earth. 

Provide us today with what we need to be nourished in body, soul, and heart. 

Forgive us for the harm we cause as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. 

Lead us away from everything that destroys and liberate us from the hands of evil. 

For you are the ultimate source of hope. 

Your power-with exceeds all power-over. 

Your presence incites eternal wonder. 

All praise to you, our comfort and strength. Amen. 

Used with permission from the Enfleshed Liturgy Library 

 

A CELEBRATION OF GIVING 

 

MESSAGE 
 

SINGING OUR FAITH 

“Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” (#277) vs1-2 

Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 

things I would ask him to tell me if he were here: 

scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 

stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 
 

First let me hear hot the children stood round his knee, 

and I shall fancy his blessing resting on me; 

words full of kindness, deeds full of grace, 

all in the lovelight of Jesus’ face. 

 

BENEDICTION 


