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BEGINNING WITH PRAISE
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD;
All: praise the name of the LORD.
Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time on and forevermore.
All: From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of the LORD is to be praised.
The LORD is high above all nations, and God’s glory above the heavens.
All: Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens 
and the earth?
God raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with princes, 
with the princes of his people.
All: God gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of children. Praise 
the LORD!
(Psalm 113)

SINGING OUR FAITH
“From the Rising of the Sun” (#2024)
From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same,
the name of the Lord shall be praised.

From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same,
the name of the Lord shall be praised.

So praise ye the Lord.
Praise ye the Lord.

From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same,
the name of the Lord shall be praised.  

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (#400) verses 1 & 3
Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the god I love;
here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.

FOCUS SCRIPTURE
John 6:56-69

YOUTH DRAMA

SPECIAL MUSIC       Sung by Michelle Thompson, Beth Duhr-Ramirez and Carol Chandler
"Mary Had a Baby," spiritual arr. W. Dawson



PRAYER TRUTH-TELLING & RELEASE
All: Gracious God, we try so hard to be good, and sometimes we find it so hard to believe that
you will love us when we have failed that we avoid facing you, ourselves, and each other.  Here in
this moment, help us to tell the truth of our failures to love confident in your grace, trusting that
we belong in your family.

(Moment of Personal Prayer)  

Hear the Good News: The steadfast  love of the Lord never ceases.  God’s mercies are new every
morning.  Know that we are forgiven.  Share the power of that forgiveness where it is needed.  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Ongoing Prayer Requests:

Matt, Lou A, Deb B, Jeff C, Richard C, Andy C, David G, Barbara H, 
Danielle K, Tiernan K, Evy S, Cindy S, Sharon & Ron Q, Joe

This Week’s Requests:
Karen P. - For friends and family of her brother Peter who passed away this week

Lin P. - for friends and family of our neighbor Matt Cunningham passed away from COVID on 
Christmas Eve. 

Ilona H. - Please pray for my sister and her husband, Mitzie and Ron. They both have Covid and are 
struggling with it.

Seth -  for wisdom and guidance.

Shelia – for friends and family of her uncle William Broughton passed this from COVID-19

Surely the Presence
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
I can feel God's mighty power and God's grace.
I can hear the brush of angel's wings,
I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
The Disciples’ Prayer Remix
Mother of us all,
who dwells within and beyond,
Sacred is your name.
May your holy vision for collective flourishing
come to fruition among us.
May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and connection be enfleshed on earth.
Provide us today with what we need to be nourished in body, soul, and heart.
Forgive us for the harm we cause as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us.
Lead us away from everything that destroys and liberate us from the hands of evil.
For you are the ultimate source of hope.
Your power-with exceeds all power-over.



Your presence incites eternal wonder.
All praise to you, our comfort and strength. Amen.

Used with permission from the Enfleshed Liturgy Library

CELEBRATION OF GIVING

MESSAGE

SINGING OUR FAITH
“There’s a Song in the Air” (#249) verses 1 & 4
There’s a song in the air!  There’s a star in the sky!
There’s a mother’s deep prayer and a baby’s low cry!
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
for the manger in Bethlehem cradles a King!

We rejoice with the light, and we echo the song
that comes down through the night from the heavenly throng.
Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they bring,
and we greet in his cradle our Savior and King.

BENEDICTION


