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GATHERING MUSIC

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
Reading of Isaiah 7:14

CALL TO WORSHIP
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

SINGING OUR FAITH 
What a Friend We have in Jesus #526
What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer.

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he'll take and shield thee;
thou wilt find a solace there.



SPECIAL MUSIC
Tabernacle Choir singing: “How Far Is it to Bethlehem” by Francis Chesterton, arr. Bruce Borton

OPENING PRAYER
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
God Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image
and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed,
your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity,
made covenant to be our sovereign God,
and spoke to us through the prophets.
And so,
with your people on earth
and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE &
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
I can feel God's mighty power and God's grace.
I can hear the brush of angel's wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Ongoing prayer requests: Deb B, Dena B, Jeff C, Richard C, Andy C, Matt F, Linda G, David G, 
Barbara H, Tiernan K, Evy & Bob S, Cindy S, Sharon & Ron Q, Roman W

Today’s Prayers:

Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer           From the Enfleshed Liturgy Library
Mother of us all, who dwells within and beyond, Sacred is your name. May your holy vision for 
collective flourishing come to fruition among us. May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, 
and connection be enfleshed on earth. Provide us today with what we need to be nourished in 
body, soul, and heart.

Forgive us for the harm we cause as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. Lead us
away from everything that destroys and liberate us from the hands of evil. For you are the 
ultimate source of hope. Your power-with exceeds all power-over. Your presence incites 
eternal wonder. All praise to you, our comfort and strength. Amen.



OFFERINGS

SCRIPTURE
Luke 1:26-45

SERMON
“Friendship & Kindness in a Time of Waiting”
Rev. Harold Wheat

SINGING OUR FAITH 
Star Child #2095
Star Child, earth Child, go between of God,
love Child, Christ Child, heaven‘s lighting rod,
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!

Street child, beat child, no place left to go,
hurt child, used child, no one wants to know,
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!

Grown child, old child, memory full of years,
sad child, lost child, story told in tears,
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!

Spared child, spoiled child, memory full of years,
wise child, faith child, knowing joy in store,
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!

Hope-for-peace Child, God‘s stupendous sign,
down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that shine,
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!

CLOSING PRAYER 
All: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery
in which you have given yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world
in the strength of your Spirit,
to give ourselves for others,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION 


